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To my-worthy Friend, the Right Worſhipful 
Dr. KEENE, Vice-Chancellor of the 
Who co ty of Cambrid = | 


Good Mr. Farce 
"7 I'VE me Leave te congratulate you 
on your Advancement a ſecond 


 Vniverfity. My Joy on this Occaſion 
would have been more ſincere, had that 
Office loſt nothing of its antient Power and 
Splendor. Bur alas! the Cale is far other- 
wiſe. And, tho' I ſtudy to avoid the Folly, 


which often attends old Age, of comparing 


the paſt Times with the preſent, to the Diſ- 
advantage of the latter, yet I cannot perſuade 
myſelf, that in this Inſtance we have not de- 


generated from the Wiſdom and Virtue of 


our Forefathers. I remember, when a Vice» 
Chancellor ſuſpended the proudeſt Doctor in 
the Univerſity from all his Degrees, without 
a Hearing. 1 ee Shen another Vice- 
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Time, to the higheſt Office in our 5 
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Chancellor puniſhed in the ſame manner a 
ſaucy Member of the Caput, for giving a 
Vote which he did not approve. Theſe are 
the Times, when Authority was preſerved ; 
theſe are the Times, which I wiſh to ſee re- 
ſtored. While now-a-days, you cannot con- 

trive any thing ſo wiſely and ſo honeſtly, but 
Tome forward young Mafter of Arts will think, 
that his Duty to the Univerſity (this is their 

cant Phraſe) obliges him to oppoſe it. But 

what is the Meaning of Duty to the Univer- 
ſity, unleſs Duty to its Magiſtrates? And 
what Obligation is ſtronger than the Obli- 
gation of Obedience? It is impoſſible for 


me ſufficiently to expreſs my Aſtoniſhment, 


| when TI hear theſe Boys preſuming to adviſe 
the graveſt and moſt experienced of their 
Governors. 

Stupet hec, qui jam poſt terga e 

| Cexaginta annos. 

You indeed, Sir, are a young Man; but 
you are (to ſpeak after Tully) gravis ado- 
leſcent, ſenth judicio; you have not only the 
— Underſtanding, but the Temper and Beha- 
viour of a very old one. You have already 
done more towards reſtoring the true old 
academical Diſcipline, than all your Prede- 
ceſſors in twenty Years; that Diſcipline, 
which knew no Diſtinction of Ages or Sta- 
roms, | but made every Member of the Uni- 
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verſity equally ſubject to the vice Chancel- . 
lor's Correction; if any Thing which I can 


offer will encourage you to proceed in this 


Undertaking I ſhall be happy, you will al- 
low, I am perſuaded, that my Deſign entitles 


me to a favourable Hearing, and in Return I 


wuoeill confeſs that I have never known a young 


Man who leſs wanted my Advice”; that the 
Honour of my whole Syſtem is originally. 


due to you, and that my only Merit is a 
careful Attention to your Conduct and the 
Art of collecting into one uniform Plan, a 
Variety of Rules, which at firſt View, may 
appear inconſiſtent, permit me therefore to 


: addreſs you in the Words of the Poet. 


Te VENERANDE PUER, jam peftore toto 
Accipio, & comitem caſus complector in omnos. 
Mulla meis fine te queretur gloria rebus. 


But before I enter on my Subject, I muſt 


pay my Compliments to your Aſſociate, ano- 


ther incomparable young Man, to whom 


the greateſt Part of this Letter might be ad- 


dreſſed with as much Propriety as to your- 


ſelf. He is ſaid to have taken the Lead in 


the Management of the late Regulations, 
and he here aſſumed nothing but that which 


he had an undoubted e to, if che * 


Maxim be allowed. os 
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Ic is not, indeed, eaſy to adjuſt nicely the 
Value of your reſpective Merits: Your 
Friend firſt deſigned the Piece with a ma- 
ſterly Hand, but left it unfiniſhed ; you ad- 
ded to it a Variety of Graces. But as it ſtill 
wanted in ſome Places a little heightning, 
you reſolved to keep. it in your Hands ano- 
ther Year. If you ſhall think me worthy to 
be employed as an inferior Warkman, my 
Province ſhall be to wipe off any Duſt that 
might hide it from the niceſt Eye, and to 
point out to careleſs Obſervers, the. Beauty 
of your Performance. 
| Forfitan exigud dignus babebor Ope. 
But I forget, that I have aſſumed for a ſhort. 
Time a difterent Employment, and have un- 
dertaken to give you ſome honeſt and friendly 
Advice, ſuch Advice, as appears to me well 
calculared for reſtoring to the Vice Chancel- 
tors Office both Dignity and Authority. 
Firſt, then, let me perſuade you to purſue 
the Deſign in which you have engaged, and 
to introduce ſome farther Regulations, long 
Experience has convinced me that nothing 
is fo eaſy as a Project, and I could recom- 
mend this Project from its peculiar Eaſineſs; 
were I ſpeaking to a Man of meaner Abilities, 
for it is certainly much Jeſs difficult to frame 
a new Syſtem of Laws, which you know it 
is not a, to Pl in Execution, than to 
govern 
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govern ſteadily and wiſely according to | at 


vid one. But to you, Sir, L rather Chooſe ts 
mention the great Honour you will en ö 


by ſuch an Undertaking. 4 
Dum ſunt valida ac juvtila nue, fi. 
© Seripturns le. oi 3 
When you are drawing. theſe Rules, you 
mould frequently recollect, that you are the 


fupreme Magiſtrate in the Univerſity; 1, who 


was nur ſed before the Revolution, am well 


acquainted with the Powers and | Pherogatives : 
of a ſupreme Magiſtrate, the Powers of 


making and diſpen/mg dit) Laws; of puniſbing 


any of his Subjects without Laws, and of 
deciding all Cauſes without Appeal; if our 
Statutes have not given you ſueh an unlimi- | 
ded Authority we will endeavour te correct 


DJ 


this Part of our Conſtitution: 
"Potrigimus's winftas ad tua jura la. 
For cho I have been obliged by the Aheppy 


Turn of the Times, to act frequently in 
public Affairs, in Oppoſition to the Maxims 
of the great Sir Robert Filmer yet J ſtill 


maintain, that in a Univerſity: where only 
Gentlemen and Scholars are to be enen, 
all Government ought to be abſolute. 


To ſhew therefore, that you alone have 


the Power of making Laws for the Univer- 
_ Tiy, conſult at firſt with as few People As 
poſſible ; let it only be whiſpered that you, 


and 


Cf 2 : 
and your Friend, and your Friend's Friend, 
are engaged in ſuch a Deſign, but what Par- 
ticulars you intend to reform, and in what 
Manner, muſt be kept inviolably ſecret, for 
 lince every. Maſter of Arts has an equal 
Voice in receiving or rejecting the Laws 
propoſed to them, if the young Men are ac- 
_ quainted immediately. with the Nature of 
your R they will continue in this 
Capital Error, that the legiſlative Power be- 
huts e e e not to their 
| Vice-Chancellor. ati oe lip} 

It will not, however, be i proper. to aki 
per the Buſineſs-toſo many, that every Mem- 
ber of the Univerſity may hear of it, for thus 
you will obtain at once all the Advantages 
boch of concealing and diſcoyering your De- 
ſign. By affecting to conceal it, you will 
make all the pert Fellows ſenſible of their 
own Iaſignificance, by. doping, it, of 
your Importance. 
1 may perhaps oblige you to com 
: municate your Intentions early to the Heads 
of Houſes, and this is not untortunate, far 
you cauld hardly find a Sett of Men more 
willing to be governed; that Spirit of Re- 
 bellion which ſpreads its baneful Influence 
among the younger Sort, neyer reaches that 
venerable Body. Of all the great Qualities 


1. ſo much diſtinguiſh them- 


ſelves, 


#7 


ſelves, none is more eminent than their ready 


Obedience to the Vice-Chancellor : Bur ne-- 
vertheleſs I muſt adviſe you to conſult with 
only a ſelect Number of them. There are 
many cogent Reaſons why feveral, even of 


the Heads, ſhould on this Occaſion, be ex- 


cluded from your Council: One has lived 


too long under the preſent Statutes. Ano- 


ther has ſtudied them 7oo carefully. A third 


maintains ſo ſtrif? a Diſcipline in his own 


College, that he may probably think all 
Amendments unneceſſary, A fourth is 


eſteemed a Man of ſome Abilities ; but he 
is a zealous WHrie, and we are not much 
in his Favour. The Maſters of the too largeſt 
Colleges muſt not be conſulted too ſoon. 
For if they engage early and earneſtly in 


Support of your Regulations; they may be 
ſuppoſed to have more Influence than you, and 
may rob you of more than half the Honour. 

But I have no Deſign of perſuading you 


to ſteal a Victory: Rather rouſe the Ene- 
my by falſe Alarms, that they may be fully 

prepared, and the Engagement deciſive. | 
For this Purpoſe, a Report may be ſpread, 


that the Regulations will not be propoſed to 
the Body of the Univerſity, but eſtabliſned 


by a Deeree or Interpretation of the Heads. 


It may be added, that, if this decretorial 
Power is found * an Act of Parlia- 


ment | 
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ment can be obtained to confirm it. Re- 
ports of this kind will raiſe a Jealouſy of 
your Deſigns among them; who, through 
Prejudice or Obſtinacy, are not fully con- 
vinced of your Wiſdom and Integrity; and 
will enable you to diſtinguiſh the quiet, and 
well- affected from ſuch as have any en 
Principles of Sedition. 
Concerning the Matter of your Regula- 
tions, I ſhall not pretend to give you any 
Advice; unleſs you will permit me juſt to 
mention one Particular. This, if it paſſes, 
will be inftar omnium. If it is rejected, it 
will nevertheleſs ſerve the Purpoſe which I 
have at preſent in view; of giving the 
Alarm to thoſe who are inclined to rebel. 
The Regulation I would propoſe, is, that 
all Appeals from the Vice-Chancellor's Sen- 
tence, in Cauſes of Diſcipline, be aboliſhed. 
You may, perhaps, wonder that I reſtrain 
this Rule to Cauſes of Diſcipline. Believe 
me, good Sir, it is only to give the Matter 
a more plauſible Dreſs in the preſent licenti- 
ous Age. But in Truth, the Reſtraint is 
inſignificant. No Cauſes that are worth the 
Trouble of an Appeal, except ſuch as relate 
to Diſcipline, are ever brought into the Vice- 
Chancellor's Court. Perhaps not three Diſ- 
putes about Property, of the Importance of 
__ Shillings, have been decided there 


within 


[mh] 
within your Memory. But were your Power 
in Matters of Diſcipline without controul, 


you would then have an abſolute Command 


over the Reputation and Fortune of almoſt _ 
every Fellow of a College in the Univerſity. 
This Rule alone would bring my whole 
Scheme to Perfection. But I cannot hope 
that it will be accompliſhed ſo eaſily. If 
many among ourſelves might be deceived, or 
influenced, a Taura r une yung AAAQ, 
pehyoes, The Chr, I am afraid may in- 
terpoſe, and forbid you even to make the 
Attempt. For he is ſo fond of chat Vapour 
Liberty, that he would extend it in its full 
Perfection to every Individual, not of the 
Univerſity only, but of the Nation. He 
has always acted on Principles of Policy di- 
rectly oppoſite to thoſe which F have em- 
braced. Let me therefore intreat you, as 
you value my Intereſt, never to mention to 

his G—e one Particle of this Letter. I am 
perſuaded, that he would intirely diſapprove 
my whole Deſign, and the Means I have 
propoſed: for its Accompliſhment. - Should 


you expreſs any Doubtfulneſs in this Point, 


I ſhall be tempted to reply, tho' perhaps, 
with fomewhat too much Freedom; Neque 
tu illum ſatis noveras, nec teille, One Thing 

indeed, You and I, and every Body knaws, 
chat his G—e will omit nothing on his Part, 
B 2 that 
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that can contribute to make Virtue and 


Learning flouriſh among us. If, therefore, 
you repreſent to him, that your Regula- 


tions are agreeable to the Sentiments of the 
_ graver and wiſer Part of the Univerſity, his 
Ge may, poſſibly, think it not improper - 


to recommend them. Let me ſuppoſe, that 


this Conjecture is right; and that you pro- 


duce, together with the new Orders, his 
 G—e's Letter to the Senate. On this Occa- 


fion your whole Art will be requiſite. . Your | 


Speeches muſt be well weighed ; there muſt 
be preſerved the Appearance, and only the 
Appearance of Conſultation and Freedom. 


Lou may therefore inform the Senate, that 


you will diſperſe Copies of the Orders, and 


allow a Week for their Deliberation. But 


to convince them, that you mean nothing by 
this Conceſſion, you may determine imme- 


diately to read the Orders far the firſt Time: 


after which, according to onr uſual Forms, 


they muſt be rejected or received without 
Amendment. And now, ſurely, I may boaſt 


a little of my political Skill. Is not my 


Deſign laid deeply? Is not it guarded on TE. 
every Side? What can diſappoint a Scheme 


ſo well contrived, ſo well conducted? 
- Anne aliud, quam 
Sidus, & occulti miranda potentia fati ? 
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Not bing, certainly, but the Influence of 
ſome unlucky Star, can make you forget to 
ſecure the Cour, The Members of this Body 


have 4d ,m tiwarted the Vice-Chancellor's 


Intentions But as no Propoſal can be laid 
before the Senate without their unanimous ' 
Conſent, I know not whether it would be 


improper to ſhew them a little Civility in 


private. In public, I will never adviſe you = 
to delcend to any ſuch Arts. But ſome of 


the Caput being young Men, may poſſibly 
expect to read your Laws before they aſſent 


to them. They may demand of you in the 
Words of Tully; Tabula modo nova detur 


nobis, ficut populo data eft. This would be 
a dangerous Demand indeed. You muſt 


guard againſt it as much as poſſible; Plead, 
debate, threaten 4; talk again and * of 
the Ch———-xs Letter. 


* malt perſuades, utinam bene cogrre poſs? 7 


But if they ſtifl continue obſtinate, there 


is no Remedy. Such unfortunate Accidents 
may befal the greateſt Politician. It is 


enough if be is able to uſe chem to Advan- 
_ 

Het Mora ft voto in a amica tu. 

I will teach you to conſent te the Delay in 


ſuch a manner, as to ſupport your Character. 
Support, did I fay? Te non modo tuendum 
mibi, ſed etiam augendum, atque ornandum pu- 


avi. 


——— 
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„ 
tau. And I cannot imagine any Speeckr 
better ſuited to ſuch a difficult Criſis, than 
this which you may make to the Senate : 
Gentlemen, Dr. „ and Mr., 
« have deſired me to AN them the ſame 
_ & InDvLCENCE which I have given to the reſt 

of the UNIVERSITY. This RequesT ap- 
*« pears to me fo. reaſonable, that I have 
© SUBMITTED to it.” Never was there a 
Sentiment more. becoming the Preſident of a 
popular Aſſembly. Never were a few Words 
more nicely choſen to expreſs that Sentiment. 


Abi ö Cf Par ces Diſccurs que tu peux me ravir r 


| How glorious will it be when ſome of the 
Senate ſeem inclinable to oppoſe your De- 
ſigns, to remind them at once, that their 
Whole Right of Deliberation is owing to 
your Indulgence; that the Exerciſe of it 
muſt be requeſted of You; and that your 
Grant of that Requeſt is a Submiſſion. A 
Jew Speeches of this kind, introduced on pro- 
per. Occaſions, would ſoon make it forgot 
chat à Vice-Chancellar has only an equal 
Voice in the Caput, with five others in the 
Senate, with above three hundred. But nei- 
ther you nor I will aſſume to ourſelves the 
Merit of this. noble Production. It is an ex- 
act Epitome. of a Speech of King James the 
Firſt to his. Parliament, preſerved in Kube 
pvortb's Collections. And, if 1 . with- 


Ou: 
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cut Suſpicion of Vanity or Flattery, I would 
venture to ſay, that with a little of my 
Aſſiſtance, you will foen become, tho' not 
quite ſo learned, yet as wiſe a Man, and as 
good a Governor, as that auguſt Monarch. 
There is alſo another Advantage, which 
you may gain by the ſuppoſed Delay. It 
will give you an Opportunity of ſhewing, 
beyond all Contradiction, that the Regula- 
tions are really yours. For ſhould the Ch—r 
as we have imagined, recommend them, 
fome may be inclined to ſuſpect, that you 
are no farther concerned, than in conveying 
them to the Univerſity. But you may con- 
vince them of their Miſtake ; if, during this 
Interval of Deliberation, you reſolve to 
drop intirely two of the Regulations; to 
add Clauſes to others; and to alter at leaſt 
half of them. Of the Clauſes to be added. 
I will only recommend to you one. If 
there is any Reference to our old Statutes ; 
inſert theſe Words, or Decrees now ſubfiſt-- 
« ing in Force. Thus, perhaps, you may 
prevail on the Senate to acknowledge what 
hitherto, I believe, has never been acknow- 
jedged; that the Decrees of the Vice-chan- 
cellor and Heads have real Force, But here 
J muſt honeſtly confels to you, that, tho 
I am fully convinced of the Expediency of 
chis Conduct, yet it is attended with _— 


P 


16 
Difficulty, which I am not able to remove. 
This Difficulty is, in what Manner you can 


excuſe yourſelf to the Ch———r; if you 
ſhould lay before the Senate a Body of Regu- 
lations very different from that which he re- 


 commends. But I truſt, that your happy 
| Genius will furniſh you with ſome proper 
Expedient, either to conceal or polio the 


Matter. 
Let us ſuppoſe, at laſt, the Week of De- 


liberation expired; the Senate again conven- 
ed, and the Orders propoſed. Now if you 


follow the honeſt Advice I have given you, 


and contrive ſuch Regulations, as may re- 


ſtore your loſt Authority; it can ſcarcely 
happen, that ſome Body or other, during 
that fatal Week, ſhall not diſcover your 


Deſign. Some young Fellow, I warrant you, 
will pretend to ſhew, that theſe new Regula- 


rions give new Power to the Vice-Chancellor 
and Heads: A Power, ſuppoſe, of finally 


determining many Cauſes without an Ap- 


peal to the Univerſity, If this gains Credit, 
it may probably occaſion a Propofal for ſe- 
curing, in Caſes of Importance, the Right 


of Appeal. But this you muſt receive with 


the utmoſt Contempt, refuſe even to read it, 
nothing elſe can give a ſufficient Check to 
the Pride of theſe upſtart Patriots: For they 
man, you know, that every Member of 

the 


L171 


the Senate has a Right to demand, that any 


Propoſal he offers be immediately read to 
the Caput. When you have thus plainly 


ſhewed your Contempt of the Motion, and 


the Movers, and convinced them that your 


Authority is not to be reſtrained by the 
uſual Forms; after ſome Hours produce the 
Paper again, and, having fairly read the 
Propoſal, quaſh it. But would there not 
be an apparent Inconſiſtency in this Con- 
duct? Give me leave to explain myſelf. To 


reject the Motion intirely without reading it, 
tho' it is the Meaſure I ſhould moſt approve, 
may at a Time of ſome Difficulty be not 


prudent, but it is a Matter of no ſmall Im- 
porrance to get the better of Forms, If by 


degrees you pull them away; 
Eripias fi 
Tempora certa, modoſque; 
Our disjointed Conſtitution will tumble to 


Pieces and you may new model it at yu 
Pleaſure. 


Before you eller on theſe Steps, it may | 
not be amiſs to make a Speech to the Senate; 


and declare, that you cannot pretend to ſettle 
2 Point, which depends on a Knowledge of 
the diſtinct Rights of the Vice-Chancellor, 
and the Body; that the Conſideration of 
Appeals muſt therefore be delayed. And 
for this you may be provided with an excel- 


lent Reaſon; that you are unacquainted with 


our Laws and Cuſtoms; having been ſo much 
employed in preparing net Statutes, that you 


Dae 
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have not had Leiſure to conſult the old, This 
Reaſon may at firſt ſeem, perhaps, as little 
whimſical: But ſome of your Hearers will 
have Underſtanding enough to diſcern its 
true Meaning. It contains the two Funda- 
mental Maxims of all well regulated Societies: 
That in making Laws the Rulers only are 
concerned, and the Rights and Privileges of 
the Subjects are not to be regarded; and 
that, on the other Hand, in obſerving them 
the Subjects only are concerned, and the Rulers 


need not regard, or even know them. With 
this Reaſoning you may inter weave ſomething 


orother about the Chr of the Univerſity, 
rr, eminent Lawyers, 
great Dignitaries in the Church Fc. The 
bare Mention of them will be ſufficient to 
hint, how conſiderable a Perſon you are, and 
what powerful Aſſiſtance you can invite, to 
curb the Inſolence of thoſe, who dare to op- 


| poſe you. But poſſibly all this may not 


Suffice. I know ſome obſtinate People, 
whom even the Influence of theſe great 


Names will not prevail on to ſubnut; when 
they fancy themſelves bound to maintain 


their juſt Privileges, or to ward off unpro- 


voked Injuries; 


Neque tes ga 
Ira dare, aut Virtus patiiur. 
Permit me then to imagine, that tlie 
greater Part of your Regulations may be re: 
jected by the Senate. I his would be an un— 


2 
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9 
expected Blow. But take Courage, and pro- 


: oed as you have begun; 
„ Ne tu 


Aut ſpem deponas aut artem inluſus omittas. 
The Arts, in which I have inſtructed you, 
cannot fail to ſupport your Dignity. The 
only Difficulty i is, what Colour to put on 
this Defeat. Will you affirm, that your 
Oppoſers are Enemies to all Diſcipline z 
lovers of Riot and Diſorder ? If you do, let 


It be in a Whiſper, at a Diſtance from the 
Univerſity, among thoſe who are little ac- 


quainted with the State of it. To others you 


may put on the Appearance of Candour. 
For Appearances are not always to be ne- 


glected. Confeſs therefore, that there is not 


even the lighteſt Reaſon for ſuch a Suſpicion. 
of any one Perſon among them. But inſinu- 


ate at the ſame time, what is almoſt as much 
to their Diſcredit, that they are Enemies to 
our Chancellor ; and if this gains Belief, go 
a Step farther, and declare them to be Jaco- 
bites But what if every Action of their 
Lives has been a Denial of theſe Reproaches ? 
Why, even ſtill J can furniſh you with a 


Reaſon; and one not the leſs valuable, be- 


cauſe it is borrowed from the Jeſuits. When 


ſome of their Fnemies had given every ima- 
ginable Proof of their Submiſſion to the 
Decrees of the Church, the good Fathers 


continued to perſecute them. And we did 


it, ſay they, Parce que le ceur dementoit leur 


main; & quis eſtoient catholigues exterieur- 
| 2 men. 
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ment, & heretiques interieurment. Such am 


Argument as this J defy your Orr to- 
confute; and if they cannot, let them Fa 
themſelves on their Succeſs : | 
Sed pena tropheis 
Imminet, & ſordes meruit Victoria. 
Thus, you may prepare for a ſecond At- 
tempt. If any among your Adverſaries ei- 


ther want Courage, or are unacquainted with 


the Arts of Party-men, you will bring them 
over to your Side of the Queſtion. Great 
Numbers too, who would give themſelves 
no Concern about the Diſcipline of the Uni- 
verſity, may be called together. by the Cry 
of Party. No Sound reaches farther; 

 Vacatus atque non vocatus audit. 

Some will come to the Senate-houſe in their 
riding Coats, to declare how much they are 
offended at the Irregularity of out academi- 
cal Habits. One, I remember, on a ſimilar 
Occaſion, perceiving, that he ſhould not be 
ſufficiently diſtinguiſhed by giving his Vote, 
as our Statutes direct, privately, feigned a 
Rage; and, like Tiberius in the Roman Se- 
nate, Exarſil adeo, ut exclamaret, ſe palam in 
ed calle ſententiam eſſe laturum. Theſe, how- 
ever, are our faſteſt Friends: And when you 
have collected a ſufficient Number to make 


a ſecure MYR offer your Regulations 


again, 

Here, e a Doubt may ariſe whe- 
ther the ſame Matter can be propoſed twice 
in the ſame Term. But your Aſſociate, whom 

f . 2 — WC 
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we have too long neglected, will now appear 
in your Bchalt; and, having a good Memory, 
will afirm, that it has been frequently done. 
If particular Inſtances are called for, it is im- 
poſſible to chuſe a better than one relating 
to the Support of the Government during the. 
late Rebellion. For as it is difficult to ſup- 
poſe, that ſo recent an Inſtance could be gene- 
rally forgot; and ſtill more difficult to con- 
cerve, that an irregular Step, if any had been' 
taken, when the Nation was in imminent 
Danger, would be afterwards conſidered as 
aà Precedent; to alledge ſuch a Precedent 
will be the ſame Thing as to declare, that 
you reſolve to do it without any. And this 
is exactly agreeable to my whole Deſign of 
raiſing and eſtabliſning your Authority. 
Whatever therefore Your: Adverſaries may 
| think ; 1 1125 malls”) 37 
Haud rauſas nequicquam' neftis inanes. 
On this Occaſion, it will not be expedient 
for you to enter into the Debate. Let your 
Advocates ſpeak, and then let your Deter- 
mination be ſhort and final: Velut emiſſa 
divinitus vox ſit; jubeat, non diſputet. And 
if any other troubleſome Diſputes ariſe, a, 
few authoritative Declarations, ſuch as theſe : 
I will not allow this Proceeding ; I will pro- 
ceed with the greateſt Severity, may aſtoniſh. | 
your Oppoſers; and if they even make your 
Friends tremble, they will not be ths leſs 
firm to your Intereſt, 


Thus much for making Laws. The 
Power 
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Power of difpenſing with them is next 
to be conſidered. It may ſeem, perhaps, 
ſomewhat Paradoxical to talk of diſpenſing 
with Lys before they paſs. But yet I be- 
heve, that even this is not too hard for me 


to contrive, or you to execute. Why may 


not ſome of your Regulations be ſelected 


from the old Statutes? There is one, for 
Example, which forbids us to play at Cards ; 


but yet it has been imagined, that half a dozen 
Scholars have ſometimes got together, and 


having ſhut the Windows, and locked the 


Doors, have played, not indeed without 


Fear, but without Puniſhment. It may 


therefore be neceſſary to republiſh the Law. 


Now while this Matter is in Agitation, why 
may not a DRUM be held at Peter-houſe ? 


Why. may not a great Number be invited 


from other Colleges, to ſpend not the Even- 


ing, but the Night at Cards? And why 


may not you give Encouragement to this 


firſt Attempt to introduce into the Univer- 
ſity a polite Diverſion, by lending your Fur- 


niture, by ſpeaking of the Aſſembly with | 


Pleaſure, or by any other Means you judge 
proper? 1 8 bh 


But it may be doubted, whether this In- 
ſtance will ſufficiently confirm your difpen- 


ſing Power. And I ſhould be unwilling to 


have a Point of ſo much Importance not 


fully eſtabliſhed. There cannot however be 


much Difficulty in it, when your Regulations 
have paſſed, Only be ſure to exerciſe this 
N DO Power 


„ | 
Power the very next Day. And that not 
merely by conniving at the Neglect of them, 
but by aſſenting to it in expreſs Terms, In 
what Particulars you chuſe to ſhew your 
Authority cannot be of much Conſequence. 
It will be moſt proper in my Judgement to 
take a Point, which you had laboured moſt 
to eſtabliſh; ſome Rule ſuppoſe concerning 
the Habits of the Scholars; where there 
cannot be any very momentous Reaſons for 
an immediate Alteration of the new Laws, 
and where therefore the Extent of your diſ- 
penſing Power will be moſt clearly mani- 


feſted. And if the Execution of another 


Rule ſhould depend intirely on your Plea- 
ſure, you may ſuffer it for fix Months or 
longer to be intirely diſregarded. 

The Diſputes about theſe ' Regulations 
will afford you many Occaſions of ſhewing, 
in Points of leſs Importance, your juſt No- 
tions of the Procancellarian Dignity. One 
of thoſe trifling Matters I will take the Li- 
berty to mention; becauſe I can recom-- 
mend it to you by a very illuſtrious Ex- 
ample. In the Year 1712 my old Friend 
Mathew Prior, who was then Fellow of 
. John's, and who not long before had 
been employed by the Queen as her Pleni- 
potentiary at the Court of France, came to 
Cambridge, and the next Morning paid 
Viſit to the Maſter of his own College. 
The Maſter (whether Dr. Gower, or Dr. 
Jenkins I cannot now recollect) _ 
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Mr. Privr”s Principles, had a great Opinion 
of his Abilities, and a Reſpect 151 his Cha- 
racter in the World; but then he had a 


much greater Reſpect for himſelf. He 


knew his own Dignity 00 well to ſuffer a 


Fellow of his' College to fit down in his 
Preſence. He kept bis Seat himſelf, and 


let the Queen's Ambaſſador ſtand. Such 


was the Temper not of a Vice-Chancellor, 
but of a /imple Maſter of a College. I re- 
member, by the Way, an extempore Epi- 
gram of Matt's on the Reception he had 


met with. We did not reckon in thoſe 


Days, that he had a very happy Turn for an 
Epigram. But the Occaſion was tempting ; 
and he ſtruck it off, as he was walking from 
St John's College to the Roſe, where we din- 
ed together. It was addreſſed to the Maſter. 
I ſtood, Sir patient at your Feet 
Before your Elbow-chair. 
But make a Biſhops Throne your Seat, 
PII kneel before you there. 
One only Thing can Reep you down, 
Tor your great Soul too mean; 
You'd not, to mount a Biſhop's Throne, 
Pay Homage to the Queen, | 
: Be not alarmed, good Mr Vice-Chancel- 
lor, I am not going to propoſe to you the 
Maſter” s Example, in a Point where he ne- 
ver was tried, I only relate this Story that 


you may remark the Greatneſs of this Bee 


haviour at this Interview with Mr. Prior, 


Here was a Spirit fit for a Governor, the 
De- 


291 

Decay of which Spirit all wiſe Men lament, 
the Revival of which, they expect with Earneſt- 
neſs from you; and you cannot give them a 
more pleaſing Proof of your Reſolution not 
only to revive it, but to make it flouriſh in 
all its antient Glorv, than in the Inſtance I ſhall 
now recommend to you. Cuſtom, you know, 
allows many who have no Right of Voting, to 
be preſent in our Senate-houſe, when any pub- 
lic Buſineſs is tranſacted. Let me ſuppoſe, that, 
among the Non-voters there ſhould be a Gen- 
tleman of longer ſtanding in the Univerſity 
than many Doctors; by his Degree, equal in 
Rank to a Maſter of Arts; by his Family, his 
Fortune, and his Seat in Pt, greatly ſupe- 
rior to any other Fellow of a College in the 
Univerſity. You cannot ſurely wiſh for a bet- 
ter Occaſion of anſwering the great Expectati- 
ons we have conceived of you. Send a Bedelt 
to him, and order him to depart. immediately. 
And leſt any ſhould not underſtand. your 
Meaning, faſfer ſeveral Fdllow-commoners juit 
admitted to be preſent. 
I ſhould proceed to deſcribe to _ che pro- 
per Objects of ' Puniſhment, and the proper 
Manner of inflicting it, but I am afraid of 
being ſuſpected to play Booty, and to copy 

from your paſt Conduct, Directions for your 


future. Beſides it may be more agreeable both 
to you and me, if I forbear to dogmatize, and 
try my Skill in Panegyric.* But what Skill is 
equal to the Praiſes that are juſtly due to every 
Part of your Adminiſtration? Your Care, 

'D ee” which 
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which deſcends to the moſt minute Particulars 
relating to the young People, the Tutts on their 


| Gowns, or the cutting of their Hair: your 


Art of either diſcovering the ſmalleſt Faults, 


or ſuffering the greateſt to paſs undiſcovered, 


as the one or the other better ſuits your Mea- 


ſures: But above all the conſummate Wiſdom 


you have ſhewn, whenever you have preſided 
in your Court of Judicature. The laſt of 
theſe Particulars deſerves ſome farther Illuſtra- 
tion. It cannot receive a clearer, than by a 
plain Narrative of the two Caſes of Diſcipline, 
in which you have given Judgment. 

The * Wranglers, I am told, on the firſt Day 
of their Exerciſe, have uſually expected, that all 


the young Ladies of their Acquaintance (he- 
ther ſuch as have fometimes made their Bands, 


or who are more genteely employed in keeping 
the Bar at à Tavern or a Coffee-houſe) ſhould 

wiſh them Joy of their Honours. To give 
them an Opportunity of doing ſo, their Manner 
has been to ſpend the Morning in going to ſeve- 
ral of their Houſes. They who made the Viſits, 
were generally in high Spirits; and they who 
received them, probably, not much diſpleaſed, 


tho? che Cuſtom was ſomewhat rude. But Inſt 


— 1 * . * 


. When the Scholars as their firſt 8 in n Arts, 
they are diſtinguiſhed according to their different Improve- 


ments, by ſeveral Marks of Honour and Diſgrace. 


Thoſe, to whor the firſt Honours are given, are appointed 


to perform certain CUMIN, and are from thence 
Called RO; | | 


Year, 


„„ 


Year, it ſeems, one of the Ladies to whom they 
paid their Reſpects, a Chandler's Siſter, being 
more nice than others, had locked herſelf up; 
when a nimble Spark, who, I ſuppoſe, had read 
Ovid, inſtantly thought of the Window; and, 
having there found an eaſy Admiſſion, he firſt 
ſtole a Kiſs himſelf, and then opened the Door 
to his Companions. Forgive me, Sir, if this 
fooliſh Story has betrayed me into an unſeaſon- 
able Levity, You rightly Judged it to be a ſe- 
rious Affair. And I will now reſume my won- 
ted Seriouſneſs, and attend you to your Court 
of Juſtice. You will not long detain me there, 
For being content with the private Accounts you 
had received of this Affair, without inquiring 
farther, or examining whether all were guilty, 
or all equally guilty, you publickly admoniſhed = 
twelve young Gentlemen of the firſt Character in 
the Univerſity ;- that is, you puniſhed them in a 
Manner, which our Statutes appoint, as the Pre-. 
lude to Expulſion, and which uſed to be conſi- 
dered as not much leſs ignominious. It may 
ſeem perhaps a little hard, that all were puniſh- 
ed alike, ſince ſome of them, when the Difor- 
der was committed, were far from the Place of 
Action, and others fifty Miles from Cambridge. 
But what are private Hardſnips, when ſet in 
competition with the Support of Diſcipline and 
the Eſtabliſhment of the Vice-chancellor's Au- 
thority. You conſidered, I doubt not, how- 
neceſſary it was for your Honour, and the Good» 
of the Univerſity, that Courts be held fre- 
quently.” This was the firſt Ogcation that had, 
| + Bf, OJered. 
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offered inf, and you uſed it in ſuch a Man- 
ner, as to ſhew your perfect Acquaintance with 


all the Rules of Juſtice and good Policy. 


But this Proof of your Wiſdom is not- 
ſingle. You mounted the Bench a ſecond Time, 


and, having called before you three Scholars, 


you charged them with a grievous Abuſe of a 
certain Woman; they acknowledged them- 
ſelves to be the Perſons concerned, and you 
condeſcended to hear their Defence. I call it a 
Condeſcenſionto intimate to Perſons under your 


Government, that ſuch a Hearing is what they 


have no Right to demand: leſt either thoſe I 
have already mentioned, or others, who may 

hearaſter appear before you, ſhould be apt to 
complain. The Statutes to which they are ſo 
ready to appeal on other Occaſions, expreſly- 
direct you to proceed without the Solemnity of 
a legal Tryal. This Branch of your Prero- 
gative mult not be given up, by adhering to 
any of thoſe Forms, which are 1o many F etters 


on other Magiſtrates: 


Rien ne me fache tant, que ces ceremonies; 
Et fi Pon men croyoit, elles ſergient banies. 
But however, I am far from blaming you, 


for having allowed the Scholars in the preſent 


Caſe to make their Defence. The Purport of 
it was, that they were going to ſhoot at a 
Mark with Piſtols, when an impudent Wo- 
man followed them; and Words not prevail- 
ing on her to depart, one of them held out a 


Piſtol to her to frighten her away: that ſhe 


returned 


11 
returned ſoon after, and climbed over an 
Hedge to them: that then another of them 
tript up her Heels, and they left her immedi- 
ately. The Woman made no Complaint to you; 
but having been afterwards committed to hard 
Labour, as a common Strumpet ; you examin- 


ed her and received an Information, which 


_ differed from the Account given by the young 

Gentlemen in only ſome trivial Circumſtances.” 
| You therefore called no Witneſs againſt | them: 
But you remarked particularly, that according 
to both Accounts one of the three Scholars 
ſtood by without interfering. Some among 
your Friends, Men of only plain common Senſe, - 
were a little puzzled about this Buſineſs.” They 
could not eaſily diſcover, what Part of the 
Behaviour here related deſerved a Publick Ani- 
madverſion, nor were they aware, till you 
pronounced it de Sella ac tribunali, that the 
Character or Behaviour of the Woman made 
little or no Difference in the Nature of the 
Offence. But whatever the Offence was, they 
inquired, why a Perſon was ſummoned thither, 
who was not accuſed of any Share in it. One 
of your Aſſeſſors alfo, ſhewed more of good 
Nature, than of the true Spirit of a Diſcipli- 
narian; when he declared in open Court, that 
the Diverſion was innocent, and ſuch as he 
had himſelf been partaker of ſince he was Ma- 
ſter of a College. But when you delivered 
Sentence, all Doubts and Difficulties vaniſhed.” 
For the Perſon, who had been preſent without 
interfering, you admoniſhed, and ordered him 


to 
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to > be 4 to his Chamber for a Month: 


The others you ruſticated. Now, tho' I ad- 


mire every Part of this Proceeding, yet I 
ſhould ſcarce have ſelected it from the reft of 
your inimitable Conduct; if the laſt Circum- 
ſtance had not ſtrongly recommended it to me. 


For our Statutes expreſlly ſay, that even the 


Chancellor, were he preſent, ſhould not baniſh 


any Scholar without: the Conſent of the greater 


Part of the Heads. Silently and quietly to 


have paſſed over ſuch a Reſtraint, would have 
been laudable. It would have ſhewn beyond 
| Diſpute, either that you have not yet found 

| Leiſure to peruſe the old Statutes, or that you 


ſee clearly the Inconvenience of adhering to 


them. But when the Objection was ſtarted 


in Court; then not even to vouchſafe to an- 


ſwer it, was a Thing that delighted me ex- 


ceedingly. I have lived alas! to ſee my favou- 


rite Maxims of Government totally diſregard- 


ed. Judges, Chancellors, K——gs proceed 
in theſe latter Days according to ſtated Rules; 
and our Will and Pleaſure is a kind of Law al- 


moſt forgot. But I have the Happineſs to 


know one Magiſtrate, who has Courage 


enough to deſpiſe all the unreaſonable Reſ- 
traints of his Authority. A Report indeed 
has been ſpread which mortified me not a little, 


that you afterwards promiſed to enter a Pro- 
teſt againſt your own Proceedings. But I am 


convinced by a late Inſtance, that a Proteſt diſ- 


agreeable * a Vice-Chancellor can de caſily 


cancelled. 0 
_ The 


1 
The Severity whichyou have been obliged to 

exerciſe in theſe Caſes, as even your Enemies, 
Sir, will conſeſs, is not agreeable to your natu- 
ral Temper. L believe, that I have hinted at 
your real Motives for it. They can be no 
other than juſt Notions of the Dignity of your 
Office, and of the high Authority with which, 
it inveſts you. Permit me only to add on this 5 
Subject two Remarks, which I am confident 
will meet with your Approbation. Firſt, that 
the common Complaints of Irregularity, and 
diſſolute Manners in the Univerſity, unlike moſt 
common Complaints, muſt be confeſſed to have a 
very ſtrong Foundation, ſince among not many 
more than a Thouſand young. Scholars, and 
within the Compaſs of a ſingle Year, a diligent 
and active Vice-chancellor has been able to diſ- 
cover two ſuch flagrant Enormities. But on the 
other Hand, we muſt think ourſelves happy in 
having a Magiſtrate, who has ſtrong Abilffies, 
and ſtill ſtronger Inclinations to encounter all 
theſe Diſorders. e 

Felicia tempora, _ te 
Moribus opponunt. \ Fo 
Secondly, that the Propoſal 1 have before men- 
tioned to you, for making the Vice-chancellor's 
Sentence final, is abſolutely reaſonable. For 
tho' Appeals have not been actually made 
above twice or thrice within the laſt twenty 
Tears; yet J can aſſure you, that ſeveral Ma- 
ſters of Arts ventured to 7alk of encouraging 
an Appeal, even from theſe legal and equitable 
Determinations. One of them, as we were 


coming | 


LI] 
coming from the latter Trial, pronounced aloud, 
Negue jam illo deſperatiſimo perfugio ati poteſt, 


fe imprudentem feciſſe exiſtimaſſe id licere. 1 


aſked him with ſome Sharpneſs, of whom he 
ſaid this ; he replied coolly, of Yerres. 
There are many other Particulars of your 5 


excellent Government, which ought not to 
have been omitted; had T intended to preſent 


you with a} perfect Encomium. Some have 
affirmed, 15 your kik lfull Management of 
your Re- election would alone be a Subject for 
a Volume. But here I cannot perfectly agree 


with them. For, in ſecuring this Point, your 


chief Concern was with the Heads ; Men, as 


I have obſerved, of peaceable Diſpoſitions, and 


always unwilling to oppoſe the Vice- Chancellor. 
And, among the many Proofs of your uncom- 
mon Abilities, it cannot be conſidered as any 
Thing extraordinary to contrive; that you 
ſhould be nominated with a Gentleman, who 
was abſent, who earneſtly deſired to be excuſed 


from the Office, and who, had. he been elected, 
would probably have appointed you his Deputy, 
but whether by good Fortune, or good Ma- 


nagement, you are again ſcated in the Vice- 
Chancellor's Chair, There I ſhall have the 


| Pleaſure of attending you for another Year: 


Tu mibi, fi qua fides, cura perennis eris. 
And if my Days are extended to the Concluſi- 
on of it, I will then complete your Panegyric. 
It will be impoſſible for me to want Matter, if 
you finiſh the Year as you have begun it. In 


the mean time my Buſineſs ſhall be to defend 


your 
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your Conduct on the od ſolid Principles; thoſe 
Principles on which alone it appears to me ca- 
pable of any Defence; and by which (to bor- 
row the Sentiment of one who well underſtood 
them, the good Bp. Atterbury) as it were by a 
kind of Hoh- Mater all our Commotions may be 


appeaſed. And this I will endeavour to do in 


ſuch a manner, that you may loſe nothing of 
that Veneration, with which every grave Man 
has hitherto treated you, nor be expoſed t to the 1 
rifling Inſults of wicked Wits. 


Hec mea curaeſt 
N a tu Nr. aut ſis ban, 
1750, Eo | | "i; 2 
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4 = We your > Sir, for one Error 
committed in the preceding Letter. I have 
there recommended: to you, to take away 
Appeals, imagining them to be at preſent in 
all Cafes undoubtedly legal. And I am not 
à little ſurprized to find that I have been 
miſtaken in this grand Point for forty Years ; 
and no leſs pleaſed to find our Conſtitution 
ſo much better than I thought it. For this 
great Diſcovery we are indebted to you, as 


E. well 
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well as for the Reaſons wich confirm it. T 
may have another Oppdttunity of doing 
them full Juſtice, It (fall ſuffice for the 
_. preſent juſt to mention them. The firſt, if 
I am not miſinformed, is that you repreſent 
: @ Perſon much greater than yourſelf, and that 
therefore your Judgment ought never to be 

called in Queſtion, nor any Matter you 
have determined reheatd: A Reaſon cer- 
tainly of great Weight. But T think, it | 
was once urged with rather more Force and 
Propriety by. a Mayor of Cambridge. A 
poor Vagabond, who was brought before 
him, having mumbled a long Time to h 
Purpoſe, and finding that his Story made 
no Impreſſion, began to bawl aloud. The 
Mayor aſked him what he meant by it. I 
-rhought, laid the trembling Wretch, that 
your Worlkip was a little c deaf Deaf, Sirrah! 
replied the Màyòt, don t-you Okflow that I 
repreſent the KING. Your ſecond Reaſon 
is more learned: It depends on a Diſtinction 

between res judicata and animadverfio cenfotid. 
The latter, it is ſaid, may be irreverſible, 
tho the former is not. And J was going to 
refer one, who ſeemed not to underſtand this | 
Diſtinction, to the Oration for Cluentius. 
But I recollected that Cicero repreſents the 
latter Kind of Judgment as of leſs Efficacy. 
Should this Matter be litigated, I am afraid, 
that cheſe Reaſons will not have much 


Weight 


(: Þ. 
Weight in We minſter- Hall. There, per- 
haps, another ſhort Argument of the laſt 
mentioned Author might be more con- 
vincing; condemnari non por qui accuſatus 
non fi im. 
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